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pressly permitting their adoption was passed for the first time by the 
legislature. It will have to be passed again in 1910 and submitted to 
the people before it becomes part of the constitution of the state. 

Arthur Ltjdington. 

County Health Commissioners. By a law of 1909, the Indiana 
legislature abolished the county boards of health, and all matters of 
public health are now under the control of a county health commissioner. 
This law is a substitute for an earlier one which, on a technicality, was 
declared unconstitutional. After January 4, 1910, only those persons 
are eligible to the office of health commissioner of county, city, or town, 
who have passed an examination prescribed by the state board of health, 
or who have had recent experience in the office. Applicants for examin- 
ations are to be licensed physicians, except in special cases when the 
state board declares others eligible to take the examinations. The 
county health commissioner is to receive an annual salary of one and 
one-half cents for each person in the county. 

The same law gives the state board of health power to make sanitary 
inspections in all parts of the state, as well as in public institutions 
and buildings. This power is extended to private property, due notice 
having been given of such inspections. 

The board may prescribe and regulate the character and location of 
plumbing, water-supply, drainage, lighting, sewage, ventilation and heat 
of public buildings and institutions. Violations of rules laid down by 
the state board for the control of local boards of health are punishable 
by fines of from five to fifty dollars. 

Lorian P. Jefferson. 

Legislative Investigations. — Au examination of the efforts being 
made this year by legislators to learn the facts upon which to base legis- 
lative action will result in increasing confidence in the ultimate success 
of our system of law making. Careful investigation and correct 
analysis are the bases of good government. The more carefully investi- 
gation is done and the more closely analysis determines the real facts, the 
more nearly will our statute law approach the ideal fitness of the com- 
mon law. We hear many well warranted complaints about hasty 
legislation. Laws are enacted without even a pretense of investigation 
of their merits and ultimate effects. A striking example of this is shown 
in the two cent fare craze which swept over the country in 1907. In not 



